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ttiissioner; he is also the district medical and sanitary adviser to the
Collector, Local Fund Board, and Municipalities, and as such not only
inspects the various dispensaries twice a year, but also examines the
sanitation of both towns and villages; for this end his office has recently
been increased and travelling allowances granted. During his absence
from head-quarters* the Assistant Surgeon, who is now permanently
stationed there, takes up his duties including that of the jail. For
details of dispensaries and sanitation, see " Local Funds " and " Munici-
palities."

METEOBOLOGY.

An observatory is attached to the civil dispensary under the super-
vision of the Civil Surgeon and under immediate charge of a paid
observer; it is periodically inspected from Madras (see " Climate,
Rainfall ").

POST OFFICE.

The post office in Haidar's time was, in addition to its legitimate
duties, an agent of espionage, by which, as Wilks states, Haidar was able
to learn the secrets even of private families, and no one was safe who
was, or was suspected of being, wealthy. Subsequent to the British
assumption it lost this peculiar importance, and became a mere agency
for the receipt and transmission of letters by runners along a few chief
lines; the Collector managed all local lines, which were called the
district post. At present all lines in the district are imperial except
one, viz., that from Satyamangalam to Tdlavddi, which is but nominally
a district line. Under modern auspices, though no longer a police
bureau, it is following on the track of its English exemplar, and has
started money order offices, and, on 1st April 1882, savings banks, but
is not yet an insurance, annuity, or stock-selling office. The head-
quarters of the local superintendent are at Coonoor. The establishment
consists of a head office at Coimbatore with a Postmaster and seven
clerks, costing Rs. 313 per month, and 24 sub-offices under Sub-Post*
masters subordinate to the head office. The whole of this part of the
department costs Es. 897 per month. Seventy-one subsidiary boxes axe
placed in the chief villages of the district and served by postmen paid
partly from imperial and partly from district post funds; there are
also 13 village boxes.

There are 9 imperial post lines served by post runners whose stages
are 5 or 6 miles, with an aggregate length of 192 miles, and a district
post line of 36 miles; these connect important centres with one another
or with the railways. It is to be noted that the district is served by
two lines of rail with their travelling post offices. The monthly cost of
the post lines is Rs. 319 \ th^re are 55 imperial and 8 district runners*
Letters are distributed and collected by 45 imperial and 41 district
postmen; there are also 5 mail peons,
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